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SHORT VERSION

Prom and Graduation: 

Don’t let the celebration become a tragedy

Spring is in the air!  That means that prom and graduation are not far off.  Unfortunately, the coming of spring also heralds another tradition – prom and graduation parties where teens may gain access to alcohol, sometimes provided by parents.  For high school students, spring can be the happiest and most memorable time of the year – but it can also lead to disaster. 

Why should parents be concerned?

Alcohol use by teens leads to many costly consequences, all of them preventable.  Underage alcohol use is related to traffic crashes, crime, teenage pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, suicides, drownings, and poor performance in school.  Don’t let your child become a tragic statistic!

Teens say that adults are their primary source of alcohol.  In fact, in the 2008 New York State Youth Development Survey, nearly one out of six high school students in Tompkins County who drank alcohol in the past year said that they either took the alcohol with or without permission from a parent.  The middle school students who drank alcohol in the past year reported even higher rates. 

Adults who provide alcohol to teens also face criminal and civil consequences.  Adults who provide alcohol to minors can be charged go to jail for up to 90 days and be fined up to $500.  In addition, any adult who provides alcohol to an underage drinker can be sued for any damages that result.

Parents can prevent underage alcohol use.

· Never buy alcohol for your teen, their friends, or anyone under 21.

· Do not allow your teen to have parties with alcohol on your property.

· Network with other parents, and let them know that you do not want alcohol available.

· Tell your teen that it is against the family rules for them to drink alcohol.

· Talk and listen to your children.  Be straightforward and honest with them about the real impact of alcohol.

· If you choose to use alcohol, use it responsibly.  Remember, you are your children’s role model.

· Let law enforcement know about any establishments or people providing alcohol to anyone under 21.
· information compiled by Dakota County Public Health Department, 9/04
· Adapted by the Alcohol & Drug Council of Tompkins County, 6/09
LONG VERSION

Prom and Graduation: 

Don’t let the celebration become a tragedy

Spring is in the air!  That means that prom and graduation are not far off.  Unfortunately, the coming of spring also heralds another tradition – prom and graduation parties where teens may gain access to alcohol, sometimes provided by parents.  For high school students, spring can be the happiest and most memorable time of the year – but it can also lead to disaster. 

Why should parents be concerned?

Alcohol use by teens leads to many costly consequences, all of them preventable.  Underage alcohol use is related to traffic crashes, crime, teenage pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, suicides, drownings, and poor performance in school.  Don’t let your child become a tragic statistic!

Teens say that adults are their primary source of alcohol.  In fact, in the 2007 Ithaca City School District Student Life and Culture Survey, one out of six 12th graders who drank alcohol in the past month said that a parent provided the alcohol.  The 6th and 9th graders who drank alcohol in the past 30 days reported even higher rates. 

Adults who provide alcohol to teens also face criminal and civil consequences.  Adults who provide alcohol to minors can be charged go to jail for up to 90 days and be fined up to $500.  In addition, any adult who provides alcohol to an underage drinker can be sued for any damages that result.

Parents can prevent underage alcohol use.

· Never buy alcohol for your teen, their friends, or anyone under 21.

· Do not allow your teen to have parties with alcohol on your property.

· Network with other parents, and let them know that you do not want alcohol available.

· Tell your teen that it is against the family rules for them to drink alcohol.

· Talk and listen to your children.  Be straightforward and honest with them about the real impact of alcohol.

· If you choose to use alcohol, use it responsibly.  Remember, you are your children’s role model.

· Let law enforcement know about any establishments or people providing alcohol to anyone under 21.

When your teen is giving a party: 

· Establish basic ground rules. 

· You and your teen should know the law and the consequences of providing alcohol or other drugs. 

· Stay home during the party. 

· Ask people to leave if they try to bring in alcohol and other drugs.  

· Contact the parents of anyone who arrives at the party under the influence.  

· Plan a party with a theme, and games.  

· Tell the police and your neighbors you are having a party.  
When your teen is attending a party: 
· Call the host.  

· Be aware of how your teen will get to and from the party.  

· Set the time your teen will be expected to get home. 

· If your child stays with a friend overnight, check with the friend's parents to verify the plans.  
· information compiled by Dakota County Public Health Department, 9/04

· Adapted by the Alcohol & Drug Council of Tompkins County, 6/09

Prom and Graduation: 

Don’t let the celebration become a tragedy

Spring is in the air!  That means that prom and graduation are not far off.  Unfortunately, the coming of spring also heralds another tradition – prom and graduation parties where teens may gain access to alcohol, sometimes provided by parents.  For high school students, spring can be the happiest and most memorable time of the year – but it can also lead to disaster. 

Why should parents be concerned?

Alcohol use by teens leads to many costly consequences, all of them preventable.  Underage alcohol use is related to traffic crashes, crime, teenage pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, suicides, drownings, and poor performance in school.  A study of prom-graduation traffic fatalities during nine spring weekends in 2000 found from 58 percent to 64 percent were alcohol-related, according to the National Traffic Safety Administration. More than 100 fatalities were reported each weekend. Don’t let your child become a tragic statistic!

Teens say that adults are their primary source of alcohol.  In fact, in the 2008 New York State Youth Development Survey, nearly one out of six high school students in Tompkins County who drank alcohol in the past year said that they either took the alcohol with or without permission from a parent.  The middle school students who drank alcohol in the past year reported even higher rates. 
Adults who provide alcohol to teens also face criminal and civil consequences.  Adults who provide alcohol to minors can be charged go to jail for up to 90 days and be fined up to $500.  In addition, any adult who provides alcohol to an underage drinker can be sued for any damages that result.
Parents can prevent underage alcohol use. 

· Never buy alcohol for your teen, their friends, or anyone under 21.

· Do not allow your teen to have parties with alcohol on your property.

· Network with other parents, and let them know that you do not want alcohol available. 

· Tell your teen that it is against the family rules for them to drink alcohol.

· Talk and listen to your children.  Be straightforward and honest with them about the real impact of alcohol.

· If you choose to use alcohol, use it responsibly.  Remember, you are your children’s role model.

· Let law enforcement know about any establishments or people providing alcohol to anyone under 21.

When your teen is giving a party: 

· Establish basic ground rules. Stress that responsibility for hosting the party belongs to both you and your teen. Create a guest list and stick to it; this eliminates the possibility of uninvited guests.  Be sure to let your teen know in advance that alcohol and other drug use is strictly prohibited. 

· You and your teen should know the law and the consequences of providing alcohol or other drugs. You are legally responsible for anything that happens to a minor who has been served alcohol or uses other drugs in your home. 

· Stay home during the party. Provide adequate supervision without going overboard. Don't hang around, but be seen regularly. Be aware of the signs of alcohol and other drug use. Don't allow guests to come and go; this reduces the risk of teens going off to drink and use drugs and then return. 

· Ask people to leave if they try to bring in alcohol and other drugs.  Call the police if anyone you ask to leave refuses to do so. 

· Contact the parents of anyone who arrives at the party under the influence.  Do not allow anyone who is drunk to drive home. Provide transportation.

- over -

· Plan a party with a theme, and games.  Be sure to keep refreshments and non-alcoholic beverages well stocked.  Get out and meet your teen's friends. 

· Tell the police and your neighbors you are having a party.  Discuss an agreeable parking plan. The police will help protect all that are involved in the party: your guests, your neighbors and you. 

When your teen is attending a party: 
· Call the host.  Know where your teen will be, how long, and what will and will not be served. Do not allow your teen to attend if alcohol is being served. Verify with the parent of the party giver that the party will be well chaperoned. 

· Be aware of how your teen will get to and from the party.  Tell your child never to ride home with a driver who is under the influence of alcohol and/or other drugs. Talk to your child about situations where he or she should call for a ride home. 

· Set the time your teen will be expected to get home. Be awake or have your teen awaken you upon arrival. 

· If your child stays with a friend overnight, check with the friend's parents to verify the plans.  Don't allow last minute "spontaneous" sleepovers, if possible. 

For more tips:

· Time to Talk – information on how to talk to your teen about drugs and alcohol  

(http://www.timetotalk.org)

· MADD – news, alerts, and resource material.  (http://www.madd.org/home/)
· U.S. government health resources – free materials for parents and teens.  (http://www.healthfinder.gov) 
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Spring is in the air!  That means that prom and graduation are not far off.  Unfortunately, the coming of spring also heralds another tradition – prom and graduation parties where teens may gain access to alcohol, sometimes provided by parents.  For high school students, spring can be the happiest and most memorable time of the year – but it can also lead to disaster. 

Why should parents be concerned?

Alcohol use by teens leads to many costly consequences, all of them preventable.  Underage alcohol use is related to traffic crashes, crime, teenage pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, suicides, drownings, and poor performance in school.  A study of prom-graduation traffic fatalities during nine spring weekends in 2000 found from 58 percent to 64 percent were alcohol-related, according to the National Traffic Safety Administration. More than 100 fatalities were reported each weekend. Don’t let your child become a tragic statistic!

Teens say that adults are their primary source of alcohol.  In fact, in the 2007 Ithaca City School District Student Life and Culture Survey, one out of six 12th graders who drank alcohol in the past month said that a parent provided the alcohol.  The 6th and 9th graders who drank alcohol in the past 30 days reported even higher rates.
Adults who provide alcohol to teens also face criminal and civil consequences.  Adults who provide alcohol to minors can be charged with a gross misdemeanor and go to jail for up to one year and be fined up to $3,000.  In addition, any adult who provides alcohol to an underage drinker can be sued for any damages that result.
Parents can prevent underage alcohol use. 
· Never buy alcohol for your teen, their friends, or anyone under 21.

· Do not allow your teen to have parties with alcohol on your property.

· Network with other parents, and let them know that you do not want alcohol available. 

· Tell your teen that it is against the family rules for them to drink alcohol.

· Talk and listen to your children.  Be straightforward and honest with them about the real impact of alcohol.

· If you choose to use alcohol, use it responsibly.  Remember, you are your children’s role model.

· Let law enforcement know about any establishments or people providing alcohol to anyone under 21.

When your teen is giving a party: 

· Establish basic ground rules. Stress that responsibility for hosting the party belongs to both you and your teen. Create a guest list and stick to it; this eliminates the possibility of uninvited guests.  Be sure to let your teen know in advance that alcohol and other drug use is strictly prohibited. 

· You and your teen should know the law and the consequences of providing alcohol or other drugs. You are legally responsible for anything that happens to a minor who has been served alcohol or uses other drugs in your home. 

· Stay home during the party. Provide adequate supervision without going overboard. Don't hang around, but be seen regularly. Be aware of the signs of alcohol and other drug use. Don't allow guests to come and go; this reduces the risk of teens going off to drink and use drugs and then return. 

· Ask people to leave if they try to bring in alcohol and other drugs.  Call the police if anyone you ask to leave refuses to do so. 

· Contact the parents of anyone who arrives at the party under the influence.  Do not allow anyone who is drunk to drive home. Provide transportation.

- over -

· Plan a party with a theme, and games.  Be sure to keep refreshments and non-alcoholic beverages well stocked.  Get out and meet your teen's friends. 

· Tell the police and your neighbors you are having a party.  Discuss an agreeable parking plan. The police will help protect all that are involved in the party: your guests, your neighbors and you. 

When your teen is attending a party: 
· Call the host.  Know where your teen will be, how long, and what will and will not be served. Do not allow your teen to attend if alcohol is being served. Verify with the parent of the party giver that the party will be well chaperoned. 

· Be aware of how your teen will get to and from the party.  Tell your child never to ride home with a driver who is under the influence of alcohol and/or other drugs. Talk to your child about situations where he or she should call for a ride home. 

· Set the time your teen will be expected to get home. Be awake or have your teen awaken you upon arrival. 

· If your child stays with a friend overnight, check with the friend's parents to verify the plans.  Don't allow last minute "spontaneous" sleepovers, if possible. 

For more tips:

· Minnesota Department of Public Safety – free brochures and posters available. (http://www.dps.state.mn.us/ots/resource_catalog/alcohol_impaired.asp)
· Minnesota Institute of Public Health – free materials for parents and teens.  (http://www.miph.org)
· MADD – news, alerts, and resource material.  (http://www.madd.org/home/)
· U.S. government health resources – free materials for parents and teens.  (http://www.healthfinder.gov) 
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Articles for School Newsletters - prepared by Dakota County, MN Public Health Department, 


Adapted by the Alcohol & Drug Council of Tompkins County








Prom and Graduation: Don’t let the celebration become a tragedy





Audience for these articles:  parents of high school students 


Four lengths:


� HYPERLINK  \l "short" ��Short version� (384 words)


� HYPERLINK  \l "long" ��Long version� (525 words)


� HYPERLINK  \l "flyer_bw" ��Flyer or insert (2-pages, no graphics)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "flyer_graphics" ��Flyer or insert (2-pages, with graphics)�


Suggested Timing:  Early spring -- timed to be read prior to prom and graduation season


Personalize it for your district:  


Add any additional information about alcohol prevention programs in your school


Add any contact information for your district in the last paragraph





information compiled by Dakota County Public Health Department, 9/04


Adapted by the Alcohol & Drug Council of Tompkins County, 6/09








Never provide alcohol to teens – it’s illegal, unsafe, and it can cost you!








IT CAN COST YOU:


Providing Alcohol to Someone Under 21 Doesn’t Come Cheap





Minnesota laws should make any adult think twice about providing alcohol to minors -- you can be �charged with a gross misdemeanor, and go to jail for up to one year and be fined up to $3,000.  In addition, any adult who provides alcohol to an underage drinker can be sued for any damages that result.


Kevin Brockway Law  (Minnesota Statutes 340A.90) 


Increases criminal penalties from a gross misdemeanor to a felony for adults 


who provide alcohol to an underage youth if death or great bodily harm results.


Civil Cause of Action  (Minnesota Statutes 340A.701)


Expands civil liability to include cases of adult provision of alcohol to youth.  


Allows injured parties the right to sue the adult provider to recover their damages.


Beer Keg Registration  (Minnesota Statutes 340A.513)


Effective August 1, 2002, all beer kegs sold in Minnesota must have a unique ID number that links the keg to the purchaser.  This information will allow local law enforcement to trace beer kegs and charge any adult who provides alcohol to minors.  





- information compiled by Dakota County Public Health Department, 9/04





Never provide alcohol to teens – it’s illegal, unsafe, and it can cost you!














